
AMerican VETeranS Post #35 

Membership Meeting April 11, 2019 

Members Present 16 

Guest – April Witte 

Meeting was called to order by Commander Mark Kottwitz at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 

Allegiance, 

Chaplain Gary Winkler led us in prayer and a moment of silence. 

The AMVETS Preamble to the Constitution was recited by all present. 

POW/MIA Banner was placed on chair followed by Honor Ceremony by 3-year Trustee Tyler 

Witte. 

Roll Call of Officers:  3rd Vice Commander Joe Hrobsky absent, Provost Marshall Dan Beer 

excused absence, 1-year trustee Pat Bergman excused absence, 2-year trustee Russ Sell 

absent.   

Appointed Positions:  Chaplain Gary Winkler, Public Relations Mark Kottwitz, Service Officer Eric 

Gerard, Quartermaster Olie Cole and Historian Dan Beer present with the exception of Dan 

Beer who was excused. 

Adjutant Report:  Al Zabel made correction that Styrofoam cups will be used instead of 

paper.  Correction noted and changed.  Ted Frank made a motion to accept minutes as read 

after corrections.  Motion passed. 

Financial Report:  Finance Officer Eric Gerard reported Landmark Checking Balance of 

$3,227.52, Landmark Savings Balance of $5.00, Truck Fund Ixonia Savings Balance of $450.66 

and investment Balance of $7,446.48 for a total of $11,129.66.  Mark Kottwitz made a motion 

to accept Financial Report as read pending audit.  Motion passed. 

Old Business:  Easter egg hunt are we ready?  Eric Gerard said there was a $8.85 balance on a 

Thrivent card and didn't know what to do with it.  Al Zabel asked that everyone show up around 

11:00 a.m.  Police Department is on board with us and will sound the siren at 1:00 p.m.  Al will 

be there early to set up and he will leave and return at 11 or shortly thereafter.  Mark Kottwitz 

has made contact with Berres Brothers about the coffee but has not heard back from them.  Al 

Zabel has the 100-cup coffee pot but didn't know how much coffee to get.  Mark informed him 

a 1-pound coffee can will be enough.  Ted Frank said the post on EventBrite has had 104 visits 

hoping for donations.  Last year we received a 20-dollar donation.  EventBrite is also linked to 

the Spaghetti Dinner.  Al Zabel stated the Superintendent of Schools would nor stamp the 

Easter egg hunt posters so we will not be able to post at schools.  Joe Farmer asked what items 



we buy for the Easter egg hunt and Al Zabel told him to meet with him at the park and he will 

show him.  Tyler Witte said April would like those who are going to help with the face painting 

to be there at 11 a.m. also.   

Spaghetti Dinner:  We need more raffle prizes.  Only 2 persons have donated cash so far for the 

purchase of raffle items.  All other donations have come from businesses.  Mark asked that cash 

donations would be best and better raffle items can be bought.  We also need deserts.  Michael 

English stated he would be bringing a half sheet cake. 50/50 will be run by paddle.  Raffle 

tickets do not have to be signed on back.  They will be assigned a number and they will write 

that number on the back of ticket.  All information pertaining to the number will be written on 

sheets.  Much easier that way.  Eric has 118 tickets left.  If anyone needs tickets get them 

now.  Eric Gerard said the 50/50 raffle will be run with paddles.  We will have 30 paddles 

numbered to correspond with the 30 numbers on the wheel.  The paddles will be sold for $2.00 

each and when all 30 paddles are sold the wheel will be spun.  Collect all paddles and sell again 

and spin again.  Eric Gerard said he has a contact to give the leftover food to after our 

event.  The people who receive our leftovers give to needy people.  Motion was made by Eric 

and after discussion motion passed.  Show up at the VFW Post at 1:00 p.m.  We will be serving 

from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m.                                                                            

Rummage Sale:  Eric Gerard is sure he will be working by the time of the rummage sale.  He has 

recruited Joe Farmer to take care of the storage area and coordinate all pick-ups of donated 

items.  Rummage Sale is all set to go according to Eric Gerard.  We can get in the park facilities 

on Thursday May 16,2019.  Eric said all pallets with totes on could be delivered and put inside 

of dance hall.  All tables should be delivered and set up on same day.  Joe will help with loading 

at the storage unit.  Suggestion to be at storage at 5:00 p.m. to load truck.  Larry Ready will get 

into town around 7:00 p.m. to help.  Park facilities are paid for and keys for park are at police 

department.  Meet at storage, load truck, take pallets and tables to park, unload into building, 

set up tables and go back to storage to load another truckload and take to park and leave truck 

until morning.  Friday start time is 6:00 a.m. Michael English will be there early to run cash 

register for early sales.  Eric said last year rummage sale hours were Friday noon to 7:00 

p.m.  Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and Sunday from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The 

Brat/Hamburger Sale will be on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to sold out.  Eric Gerard said we spent 

too much on newspaper ads last year.  Most people are getting the information from our yard 

signs plus people from previous years are used to us being at Riverside Park.  Eric was planning 

on putting our ad in just the article that has the map.  That ad will cost about $75.00 and that 

ad is run on Wednesday May 15, 2019.  Motion was made and seconded to run ad as suggested 

by Eric.  Motion passed.  Eric will be there when he can.  Mark said we need bodies.  Danny is all 

set for Brat/Hamburger sale.   

May is also Memorial Day.  May 27th.  We will stage on Water Street march to the bridge to do 

the ceremony on the bridge and throw the spray into the river.  Then march down Main Street 

to Third Street to Veterans Memorial Park.  You do not have to disperse once we get to the 



park.  There will be benches on Third Street to sit and keep colors with you.  They are not to go 

up by the stage.  We will start the march at 9:00 a.m. from N. Water Street.  Commander Mark 

Kottwitz needs help at Ixonia.  They start at 8:00 a.m. in Ixonia.  Need firing rifles and 

flags.  Michael English added the ceremony at the park will be longer this year as there are 

about 42 pavers that have to be dedicated that morning.  After the ceremony you are invited to 

American Legion Post #189 on First Street for a luncheon.  Eric Gerard suggested we get pavers 

for Riedemann and Thompson and then purchase 2 additional pavers for American Veterans of 

the past.  Joe Farmer made a Motion to get 2 pavers - one for Riedemann and one for 

Thompson.  Seconded by Franklin Hrasky and passed.  We will have to look up the particulars 

on each so we know what to place on pavers.  We can get this done and they will be dedicated 

on Veterans Day, November 11, 2019.  After Memorial Day we have White Clover 

Program.  That is going to be June 7th and 8th.  We need as many people as we can 

 We need everything finalized by next meeting on this as there will not be another meeting 

before the White Clover Program.                                                                                                

New Business:  Spaghetti Dinner and Easter Egg Hunt.  Larry Ready volunteered to take over the 

Easter Egg Hunt. Larry Ready said he would also take over the spaghetti dinner and Eric Gerard 

said he would also, depending on his schedule with work.  Joe Farmer said we have to be more 

selective on the items we accept for the rummage sale.  When we take crap, it takes to many 

man hours to sort it all out.  Michael English suggested we have to reserve the right to turn 

down unacceptable items.  Joe will take it upon himself to be our diplomat and field the calls 

and schedule pickups so we don't have a misunderstanding when we get to a donator.  There 

will be a waiver they have to sign if we are going to take their donation.  They will know that 

before we get there. Without that Joe will not take the job.  That was a motion, seconded and 

passed that those stipulations will be acted upon.                                   

Good of the Order:  Larry Ready mentioned several items that Shopko had for sale that could be 

useful for us.  Eric Gerard will follow up on that.  Michael English added that at Hero's Café on 

Tuesday night there was a gentleman that had information for Take a Vet Fishing 

Program.  That will be on June 2, 2019.  Michael English has contact information for those 

interested.  No gear or license is needed for that day.  Tyler said the web site is up to date with 

our programs so far.  He will be adding things in future.  Mark Kottwitz went to S.E.C. meeting 

and a lot of Posts have donated money to the State Amvets.  The Fishbowl will not be run this 

year but they will be doing a raffle.  He was given 10 tickets to sell at $100.00 each.  You have 

25% chance of winning.  Larry Ready made a motion for our post to purchase 5 

tickets.  Seconded by Eric Gerard.  Motion passed.  State Convention is coming up in June.  June 

21st a Friday Mark has got to be there as he is nominated Provost Marshall.  Mark will be 

representing our post and representing our district and running for a state position.  He is 

asking to be reimbursed for his room and whatever else would be allowed. Joe Farmer made a 

motion to fund 2-night hotel stay at $102.00 a night and $35.00 for luncheon.  Seconded and 

passed.  Mark Kottwitz recommended that everyone go to the State web site and vote for all 

the awards that are available.  Mark mentioned that Bill HR6661 was not passed in congress to 



allow amvet post to be 501c3.  Another Bill is being introduced HR1715.  Mark suggested we 

contact our congressman and Senators to get that bill passed.  Scholarships.  Anyone going on 

to college for anything medical please apply for the scholarships.  You have until the end of 

May.  Mark said the big push right now is not to get new members but retaining the ones we 

have. 

 

NOMINATIONS:  Adjutant Michael English Stated Commander Mark Kottwitz just completed 3 

years as commander.  Are there any nominations for commander?  Mark Kottwitz was 

nominated.  Do you accept that nomination?  Mark Kottwitz, yes.  Are there any other 

nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  There being none. 

1st Vice Commander - Are there any nominations?  Danny Bauer was nominated.  Danny 

Accepted nomination.  Are there any other nominations?  Are there any other 

nominations?  There being none. 

2nd Vice Commander - Mark Kottwitz nominated Al Zabel.  Are there any other 

nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  Next meeting Al will be asked if he accepts 

the position.  There being no further nominations. 

3rd Vice Commander - Presently Joe Hrobsky.  Are there any nominations.  Joe Hrobsky 

nominated.  Are there any other nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  There being 

none.   

Michael English stepped down as Adjutant.  Are there any nominations for Adjutant?  Joe 

Farmer nominated Theodore Frank.  Theodore Frank accepted.  Are there any other 

nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  There being none. 

Are there any nominations for Finance Officer?  Joe Farmer nominated Eric Gerard seconded by 

Mark Kottwitz.  Eric Accepted.  Are there any other nominations?  Are there any other 

nominations?  There being none. 

Are there any nominations for Provost Marshall?  Mark Kottwitz nominated Dan Beer.  Eric 

Gerard said Dan texted him and said he would accept nomination.  Are there any other 

nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  There being none. 

Are there any nominations for Judge Advocate?  Larry Ready was nominated and accepted.  Are 

there any other nominations?  Are there any other nominations?  There being none. 

1 Year Trustee Pat Bergmann will be removed from that position and Russ Sell will move from 2 

Year Trustee to 1 Year Trustee, Tyler Witte will move from 3 Year Trustee to 2 Year 

Trustee.  Are there any nominations for 3 Year Trustee?  Mark Kottwitz nominated Jim Claas 

and seconded by Eric Gerard.  Jim Claas accepted.  Are there any other nominations?  Are there 

any other nominations?  There being none. 

Nominations closed.   



Everything else is appointed.  Eric Gerard had rebates from Menards and was given to Danny 

Bauer for the Brat/Hamburger fry.  

There being no further business Eric Gerard made a motion to adjourn.  Seconded and 

passed.  50/50 raffle won by Michael English and donated back to post.  Adjourn by 

Commander Mark Kottwitz with Salute.  Next meeting to be on May 9, 2019 at Silver Eagle 

Saloon at 7:00 p.m.  

 Respectfully Submitted by: 

Michael English 

Adjutant 


