
AMerican VETeranS Post #35  

Membership Meeting January 10, 2019  

Members Present 14  

Guest – April Witte  

Meeting was called to order by Commander Mark Kottwitz at 7:00 p.m. with the 

Pledge of Allegiance.  

Chaplain Gary Winkler led us in prayer and a moment of silence.  

Preamble of AMVETS Constitution was recited by all present.  

POW/MIA Banner was Placed on chair followed by Honor Ceremony by 3 Year 

Trustee Tyler Witte.  

Roll Call of Officers:  3rd Vice-Commander Joe Hrobsky absent, Provost  

Marshall Dan Beer Absent, 1 Year Trustee Pat Bergmann Absent, 2 Year Trustee 

Russell Sell Absent  

Appointed Positions:  Chaplain Gary Winkler, Public Relations Mark Kottwitz, 

Service Officer Eric Gerard, Quartermaster Oliver Cole, Historian Dan Beer.  Dan 

Beer Absent.  

Adjutant Report:  Minutes from December 13, 2018 meeting were read.  Al 

Zabel made a motion to accept minutes as read.  Motion was seconded 

and passed.  

Financial Report:  Financial Officer Eric Gerard reported  Landmark  

Checking Balance of $3,190.14, Landmark Savings Balance of $5.00, Ixonia  

Checking Balance of $17.47, Ixonia Savings Balance of $391.63 and Investment  

Balance of $7,000.00 for a total of $10,604.24.  We also have a $36.29 Rebate  

Credit from Menard’s to be used or future needs.  There was a question about 

Thrivent and our investment if they went through.  Eric Gerard stated it was just a 

timing issue with the holidays that will benefit us.  Larry Ready asked if there was 

a problem with Ixonia Bank and Eric said the problem was with their hours of 

operation and his ability to get to the bank after his working hours.  Savings 



account will be kept open due to the fact that they have the coin counter there 

and the coin money will go into that savings account and be designated for the  

Truck Fund.  Tyler Witte made a motion to accept Financial  

Report as read pending audit.  Motion seconded and passed.  

Old Business:  Joe Farmer is reimbursing the post for his first year membership 

fee since it was voted last month to no longer give first year fee paid by post.  

Dennis Berg asked about the State AMVETS being in dire straits.  Mark Kottwitz 

told him their solicitor was not doing a good job on getting funds.  It was brought 

up the discretionary spending for the truck maintenance Motion was made by 

Eric Gerard to set it at $500.00 and anything over would have to be 

board approved.  Motion seconded by Larry  

Ready and passed by all in attendance.  Joe Farmer stopped at  

Bigg’s Bar and Grill and talked to the owner and she will buy the second drink for 

the AMVETS after a funeral.  Al Zabel said that that wouldn’t work for him as the 

rifles have to go back to storage and closest bar is Silver Eagle.  Joe said that this is 

for the greater good of the post as there will be no drinks paid for by the post.  

After about a 20 minute discussion about how everybody else id doing for 

funerals and how much money was generated for the different posts ---Joe  

Farmer made a motion the no post funds will be used for drinks after 

funerals.  Motion was seconded by Eric Gerard and passed.  

New Business:  Eric Gerard asked how far back can he go to pay for a receipt 

that is turned in for an expense for the post.  Tyler Witte made a motion that 

we review quarterly.  Eric Gerard asked if the person misplaces the receipt and 

then finds it months later.  Motion was amended to read:  All receipts are 

to be turned in to Finance Officer within 90 days of purchase if person 

wants to be reimbursed.  Motion was seconded and passed.  Eric Gerard 

introduced a contract that he drew up in regards to using post vehicle to move 

somebody and our liability. Also if we are picking up donated items and they have 

to acknowledge that what we are picking up is not stolen property.  Eric Gerard 

also brought up Mileage and Expense Reimbursement.  In the past we were being 

paid 54 Cents per mile and the government approves 14 cents per mile for 



charitable foundations.  We have to define ourselves if we are a business or 

charitable organization.  Tyler Witte said why don’t we set the reimbursement at 

25 cents a mile and revisit it if the gas prices go up.  Mark Kottwitz said that we 

would be revisiting that over and over as gas prices go up and down like a yoyo.  

Larry Ready seconded the motion from Tyler but no motion was made so Larry 

Ready made a motion to set the mileage reimbursement fee at 25 cents 

a mile and Michael English made a motion on top of Larry’s motion to 

table until he is able to talk to his CPA.  MSP  

Dennis Berg brought up that Danny Bauer was recognized by State Membership 

for his work.  Three laptops were awarded across the country and Danny Bauer 

got one of them for his efforts.   GOOD JOB DANNY.  He received a round of 

applause from everyone present.  Remember that is a good mark for our post also 

because he belongs to us.  (HOW LUCKY WE ARE TO HAVE HIM).  

Easter Egg Hunt and Spaghetti Dinner:  Raffle Prizes/  Mark Kottwitz stated 

that if we don’t want to go out and shop for prizes to just donate cash or check to 

the post and the committee will purchase prizes.  That way we can come up with 

better prizes.  Calling all AMVETS we are in need of cash/check donations 

for the raffles.  Spaghetti Dinner prices are established for Spaghetti Dinner at 

$5.00 advance and $6.00 at the door.  Eric Gerard said he is getting tired of 

Watertown Daily Times advertising.  Just for insert for this year.  Larry Ready 

made a motion to sell spaghetti dinner tickets for $5.00 advance ticket 

and $6.00 at the door, seconded by Michael English.  Motion Passed.  It 

was also passed that Al Zabel once again gets posters made for events.  

Also, he will get 500 tickets printed and Michael English will pay for 20 

pounds of ground chuck for the spaghetti dinner.  This will be his fifth 

and final year of that  

donation.  Easter egg hunt is before Spaghetti dinner:  Al Zabel has 

enough eggs for this year.  Just has to get candy and other supplies. This will be our 

71st year.  Michael English asked if we want to do popcorn as we own two popcorn 

makers.  We will do coffee, popcorn and face painting.  Dennis Berg will take care 

of Thrivent donation with the help of Ted Frank.  The Thrivent is so valuable to have 

so we can’t lose that, so stated by Eric Gerard.  



Larry Ready asked how many days we were reserving the park for the rummage 

sale.  Motion was made and seconded to get the park facilities for 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  Motion was  

seconded and passed.  That is going to be the 3rd weekend of May and 

September.  

Good of the Order:  Michael English brought up the window clings #Please  

Stand.  He has 150 of the 200 we purchased.  I Have sold 89 so far and turned in 

$300.00 so far and are available now for sale.  Bowling tournament February 17th 

for those who are interested.  Mark Kottwitz has entry forms and also for a 

bowling tournament on May 4th(Homes for our Troops)  

District meeting is February 13th in Brodhead, Wisconsin.  Our next meeting is 

February 14th.  Eric Gerard brought up the bowling tournament and if we want to 

do a 50/50 raffle during the tournament.  The concession from all was that it 

would be a good thing to get involved in so Eric will follow up on that.  Eric’s son is 

moving and he is going to Florida and he asked if we could supply bodies to help 

him move.  Check with Eric after meeting.  50/50 won by Joe Farmer donated 

back by purchase of window clings.  Way to go Joe.    

There being no further business, MSP to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.  Adjourn by 

Commander Mark Kottwitz with Salute.  Next meeting to be on February 14, 2019 

at Silver Eagle Saloon at 7:00 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted by:  

Michael English  

Adjutant  


