
                                                              

                                              AMVETS Post 35 

Membership Meeting July 11, 2019 

                                              Total of 12 members present 

                                          KIA Liaison April Witte present 

Meeting called to order by Commander Mark Kottwitz at 7:06 pm 

Pledge of Allegiance said by all present. 

Prayer and a Moment of Silence: Chaplain Gary Winkler 

Preamble said by all present. 

POW/MIA Banner: placed on chair followed by Honor Ceremony: 2 Year Trustee Tyler Witte. 

Roll Call of Officers: 

                                 Joe Hrobsky: 3rd Vice, Absent 

                                  Eric Gerard: Treasurer/Service Officer, Excused 

                                     Dan Beer: Provost Marshall/Historian, Absent 

                                    Russ Sell: 1 Year Trustee, Absent 

Members Present 



Mark Kottwitz, Ted Frank, Olie Cole, Gary Winkler, Jim Claas, Frank Hrasky, Ron Cira, Brad 

McMullen, Al Zabel, Danny Bauer, Tyler Witte 

Adjutant Report--MSP to accept and dispense with reading of June minutes. 

Finance Report--MSP to accept finance report subject to audit. NOTE: Finance report is sent in 

a separate document.  Discrepancy as mentioned in finance report is being investigated. 

Unfinished Business—None 

Old Business—July 4th Parade. Tyler Witte was named Color Guard Commander. Four 

marchers in addition to Tyler were needed. An email was sent to members asking for marchers.  

We had a total of 7 members march. Thank you to all who marched in the parade on the 4th.  

Donation—Thank you to the volunteers that helped on June 22 to take the contents of the late 

Randy Roesler’s house that were donated for the rummage sale. 

Truck—Al Zabel gave his repair VISA card to Joe Farmer. The card will need to be changed 

into Joe’s name, but Joe needs a copy of June minutes to be given signature authority per the 

bank. 

Raffle of television donated by Ticy Stai. MSP to sell tickets at the meeting at $10/ticket for the 

television, with the winning ticket winning the TV. Jimmy Claas won the television. 

Raffle for Ebert’s Greenhouse Gift Card that was originally to be held at June meeting was 

postponed. It was discussed to keep the gift card for post use. 

New Member Tim York, 6-year Army Reserve veteran, introduced himself to the Post. 

State Convention—Mark Kottwitz attended the State Convention, June 22-23, in Oshkosh.  The 

resolutions passed at convention are on the state website and Mark has a copy.  The state budget 

is balanced.  Mark has been named the new state Provost Marshall. 

Donation—It was learned a member’s relative has leukemia and is short on his rent/phone bill 

for June. MSP voted to donate $600 to the family member during the June meeting. 

Photos of new officers were taken after the July meeting. 

New Business—Membership was the focus of the new State Commander’s incoming statements.  

Specifically how to raise Sons of AMVETS and Auxiliary memberships. 

Closing of King by the State of Wisconsin NLT Sept 30, 2019.  State sent a letter against closing 

the home.  A copy of this letter will be sent by the Commander and a copy of the letter will be 

sent to the state newspapers. 



Blood Drive—August 8 (right before the August meeting) from 1-6 pm.  Currently the blood 

drive is being advertised on Facebook, the Post website, Versiti of Wisconsin website, and on 

over 100 posters in area businesses.  Additionally over 1000 quarter sheet flyers were passed out 

prior to and during the parade and the day prior to the Watertown Craft Beer Walk.  We make $5 

per donor when we have 25 qualified donors (able to donate blood).  This raises to $10 per donor 

when we have 50 qualified donors or rejections.  There are 32 out of 35 appointment slots still 

open.  They will open slots when there are more sign-ups.  Pizza Ranch and Culvers have been 

asked for a donation to support the blood drive.  NO Post member labor is required of this event, 

but if we do not have over 25 qualified donors, we WILL NOT be paid and WILL NOT get a 

second chance to host a drive.  B-Cause We Care will be receiving the donation from Versiti and 

donating the money to us due to our 501c (19) status. 

Charitable status—Clarification was requested at a town hall meeting of US Representative Jim 

Sensenbrenner to explain why there are differences between a 501c (3) and a 501c (19).  He 

responded by letter that he will look into this with the IRS.  Sensenbrenner’s information has 

been forwarded to Eric to be investigated. 

Antique Rummage Sale—The week before our rummage sale, the Historical Society hosts an 

Antique Rummage Sale with items to be priced by the Historical Society.  The cost of a booth is 

$35.  MSP to purchase a booth due to the influx of antiques this year. 

Truck—The wheel seal needs to be replaced on the truck.  Al stated he would take care of it.  

The repair was made by Al on July 12 at a value of over $638 with NO cost to the Post. 

Rummage Donations—The warehouse is currently “full”, but more is coming in. Ted and Frank 

did pick-ups while Joe was in the hospital.  Additional Rummage information will be presented 

during the September meeting.  WE NEED BODIES. 

Final Salute—The first drink PER person PER funeral FOR Honor Guard up to $50 to be 

covered by AMVETS.  Motion by Al, Second Ted.  MSP.  This was a revision of the final salute 

from January.  

Flag Etiquette—Flyers are being brought to Budget Print with a copy of the Membership 

Application.  We are currently out of flyers due to passing them out prior to the parade. 

Membership—Application to be placed on the website. 

Uniforms—Please see Tyler and Ollie with a list of the items you have that you HAVE NOT 

paid for.   

Brat Fry—Danny Bauer to organize the event but CANNOT physically do the event.  WE 

NEED BODIES. 

Thrivent Action Team—Per Greg Buxa (life member and Thrivent rep), we are not eligible for 

an Action Team as a Post because we are not an individual.  With Ralph leaving our Post, we are 

currently out of Action Teams for the year.  You do not need to be a member of AMVETS to 



apply an Action Team to AMVETS.  See Ted ASAP if you know anyone who would be willing 

to allow us to use theirs.   

Correspondence—None  

Good of the Order—No Discussion 

50/50 Raffle—Won by Al, donated back to the Post. 

There being no further business 

                                  MSP to adjourn at 8:11 p.m. 

               Adjourn by Commander Mark Kottwitz with Salute.  

   Next meeting to be on August 8, 2019 at Silver Eagle Saloon at 7:00 p.m. 

 

                               Respectfully Submitted by: 

                          Ted Frank 

                                                                 Adjutant 

 


