
                                                              

AMVETS Post 35 

Membership Meeting October10, 2019 

Total of 16 members present 

KIA Liaison April Witte and Honorary Member Bob Garms present 

Meeting called to order by Commander Mark Kottwitz at 7:06 pm 

Pledge of Allegiance led by Provost Marshall Dan Beer 

Prayer and a Moment of Silence: Chaplain Gary Winkler 

Preamble said by all present. 

POW/MIA Banner: placed on chair followed by Honor Ceremony: 2 Year Trustee Tyler Witte. 

Roll Call of Officers: 

                                  Eric Gerard: Finance Officer/Service Officer, Excused Absent 

                                    Denny Berg: Public Relations, Absent 

                                    Russ Sell: 1 Year Trustee, Absent 

   Members Present 

Mark Kottwitz, Ted Frank, Gary Winkler, Jim Claas, Ron Cira, Al Zabel, Danny Bauer, Tyler 

Witte, Rey Lucente, Ollie Cole, Michael English, Tim Little, Brad McMullin, Larry Ready, Dan 

Beer, Joe Hrobsky, Joe Farmer, Bob Garms (Honorary), April Witte (KIA) 



Adjutant Report--MSP to accept September minutes as read.  

Finance Report--MSP to accept finance report subject to audit. NOTE: Finance report is sent in 

a separate document.  Discrepancy as mentioned in finance report is being investigated. 

Unfinished Business— 

Membership—Application is on website per Tyler.  Flag etiquette brochure is being cleaned up 

per Ollie.  We have 67 members as of the October meeting, with 16 arrears on dues.  Danny 

Bauer has the names of those of you who need to pay your dues, please check with him if you 

think you may need to pay for the year.  Dues are $30 per year; Lifetime dues are $250.  If you 

move, you can be a member at large if you are a Life Member.   

Uniforms—Please see Tyler and Ollie with a list of the items you have that you HAVE NOT 

paid for.   Mark and Tyler wrote new uniform regulations for the Post so we all look the same.  If 

you have items you did not pay for, per last meeting, get them a $25 deposit for those items.  The 

discussion from the regulation presented was about uniform variances for medical reasons.  

Additionally, revisions/discussion surrounded name plates, ascots, and shoulder boards.  

Removable shoulder boards are to be ordered for the officers with their office on them.  Ascots 

are to be weather dependent.  MSP to adopt Uniform Regulations pending changes. 

Storage Facility—Al Zabel received a call on 9-9-19 from Randy Frank stating we needed to 

have all of our stuff removed from the Cady St. storage facility.  Al called Eric Gerard who then 

called the city and was told we had two weeks per the city attorney and mayor.  Randy Frank 

was asked by Eric why two weeks.  Eric then called three ex-mayors (John David, Ron Kreuger, 

and Fred Smith) and Rick Schultz.  Eric received direction to ask the mayor directly.  Eric, Ollie 

Cole, Gary Winkler, and Jimmy Claas met with the mayor on 9-12 prior to the September 

meeting. 

Ollie’s concern was “why now?”  One of the mayor’s election planks was to sync 

regulations/laws, EEO, and budget.  Storage of equipment and no other storage at other 

properties violates EEO.  The mayor also stated it was “news to her” about Randy Frank’s 

comments.  It appears that permitting and standardizing permits for events is driving this action. 

Per Eric, we go back 10-12 years without having the ability to use our current storage facility to 

house our items for our fundraising efforts.  The mayor was blindsided by the timing of Randy 

Frank’s comments to us about storage and told us to put our stuff back into its current storage.  

She cited EEO to research this issue and offered us space under city hall at the old Jack and Jill 

Preschool.   

In the past and at the meeting with the mayor, we offered to lease, pay utilities, etc., and were 

always told that it was not necessary.  We were advised by the three former mayors to go to the 

City Council meetings on the first and third Tuesdays with the Aldermen. 

Blood Drive—Per Versiti, our upcoming Blood Drive is November 9 at the Senior Center from 

9-2.  This is for the good of the community, not a paid event for us.  The Blood drive will be 



advertised on Facebook, the Post website, Versiti of Wisconsin website, and on posters in area 

businesses.  We have 58 of the original 100 prizes remaining from our August Blood Drive.  We 

received a check from B-Cause We Care for the August Blood Drive from Versiti due to our 

501c (19) status.  Thank you notes for the original donations were mailed in August.  Remember, 

some vets will have trouble donating due to some of the vaccines they received in the service.  If 

you were deferred, let your conscience be your guide as to if you attempt again.  Versiti gave us 

a goal of 30 units for this drive.   

Old Business— 

Donation:  MSP to reimburse Al Zabel $300 for a washer and dryer donated to Natalie, the 

veteran that just moved to the area with her children just prior to the Fall Rummage Sale.  The 

CVSO found her a place to live a week prior to the sale.  After the Rummage, Al and Bob 

delivered the furniture and household goods that were donated by AMVETS.  Headboards were 

included but not mattresses due to our waiting for donations and the legality of donating/selling 

used mattresses.  When this was discovered, Symbol Mattress and Furniture 123 along with 

Marine Corps League, DAV, and B-Cause We Care chipped in and obtained mattresses.  DAV 

provided bedding for the family.  Al purchased the washer and dryer with his own money.  It was 

discussed that a washer and dryer were to be forthcoming prior to Al’s purchase, but because 

communication was poor, action was taken.  During discussion of the Motion to reimburse Al, it 

was decided that the person who makes Initial Contact with the recipient of a donation NEEDS 

to be kept in the loop regarding donations regardless of who is delivering the items.  This will 

better help AMVETS manage our funds and give the recipient ONE point of contact.   

Pavers--The information from our namesakes, Reideman and Thompson from the Historian, 

Dan Beer, is being put online.  There is less information on Thompson than Reideman.  Those 

pavers are to be put in on Memorial Day.  Mike English paver is being placed on Veterans’ Day.  

Joe Hrobsky paver is good per Joe at the meeting.   

Veterans Day Parade/Ceremony—Veterans Day ceremony to be November 11, meeting at 

Heritage Inn at 10:30.  March at 10:40 to Veterans Park.  The route is Main St. west to 3rd St., 

south to Veterans Park.  There are three singers for the anthem.  Mark Kottwitz to present 20 

pavers. 

Veterans Day Lunch—Tuesday November 12 at Elks Lodge at noon.  The Lodge opens at 11 

AM with entertainment to follow.  Please sign up by November 5.  Elks Lodge is at 117 N 1st St.  

See Mike English for more information. 

Raffle License—Mark Kottwitz has the Raffle License.   

Honor Flight—Al Zabel and Joe Hrobsky are scheduled to go on Oct 19, Ron Cira on Nov 2.   

MSP to pay for Clancy as an escort to Al Zabel at September Meeting.  MSP to pay for Joe 

Hrobsky’s son to attend Joe’s Honor Flight scheduled for October 19 at October Meeting. 

 



New Business— 

Recognition—Per Joe Hrobsky suggestion, MSP to purchase a plaque to J&L Tire, Steve’s 

Citgo, Joey Meyer, and Glen Zweig for their support for the Easter Egg Hunt and for Bob 

Klecker for the Brat Fry.  Price was to be up to $300 for all five plaques.  Members were 

instructed to get the information to Mark Kottwitz with Ollie Cole to use Triana’s Trophy Case. 

Donation Map—Ted Frank is working on a map for the Easter Egg Hunt/Spaghetti Dinner 

donations.  More information to follow. 

Honor Guard—MSP to attend Honor Ceremony Training for Military Funeral Honors in 

Wisconsin.  We will receive a stipend of $50 if we are used AND if the family does not give 

money to the Post or Funeral Home.  We have been contacted in the past and have performed 

funeral duty, but have been ineligible to receive the stipend. 

We received a request to assemble a color guard for October 12 at 3:30 PM but were unable to 

accommodate due to the late notice. 

Ebert’s Gift Certificate—Mark Kottwitz was the recipient of the $30 Gift Certificate that was 

lost and later found from the Spaghetti Dinner. 

Correspondence— 

503(c)(3) vs 503(c)(19) (Sensenbrenner)—Response emailed to Congressman Sensenbrenner in 

regards to the difference of the two versions of nonprofits.  The original letter was written in 

regards to HR6661 which was allowed to die in committee last Congressional session.  

Sensenbrenner was asked to resubmit a version of this resolution.  

EDIT—A copy of the letter I sent to Representative Sensenbrenner in support of HR 1715 is 

attached.  This is the Bill in Congress that will clarify the 501 (c)(3) status of Veterans groups.   

Good of the Order— 

Fundraisers—Track time you spend on events on the sheet that was sent with the minutes.  This 

needs to get to Ollie Cole to go to National.  Go back to July 1.  If you do not know your hours, 

give them to the best of your ability.  There is a copy of the format attached to the minutes. 

SEC--SEC Meeting did not pass a balanced budget, but it is now balanced per Mark Kottwitz.  

SEC is planning to have their meetings in the same location for three years in a row; This item 

was not voted on by SEC. 

Thank you—Mike English said thank you for his paver, Al and Joe for their escorts on the 

Honor Flight. 

Emergency Spending—Joe Farmer questioned the totals that were allowed for Emergency 

Spending and totals the Executive Board were able to spend without a motion.  Our review of the 



bylaws was completed by JAG on January 10, 2019.  We need the board spending limit added to 

the bylaws. 

USO Tickets—Admirals hockey tickets are on the Admirals website for this season.  Veterans 

are eligible to receive up to six tickets per game. 

50/50 Raffle—Won by Ollie Cole, (donated back to the Post) 

There being no further business, 

MSP to adjourn at 8:45 p.m. 

Adjourn by Commander Mark Kottwitz with Salute. 

Next meeting to be on November 14, 2019 at Silver Eagle Saloon at 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Ted Frank 

Adjutant 


