
                                                              

AMVETS Post 35 

Membership Meeting February 13, 2020 

Total of 10 members present 

Meeting: called to order by Commander Mark Kottwitz at 7:04 pm 

Pledge of Allegiance: said by all present 

Prayer and a Moment of Silence: Chaplain Gary Winkler 

Preamble:  said by all present   

POW/MIA Banner:  Placed by Tyler Witte 

Roll Call of Officers: 

   Ollie Cole:  2nd Vice Commander/Quartermaster, Excused Absent   

          Joe Hrobsky:  3rd Vice Commander, Absent 

   Eric Gerard:  Finance Officer, Excused Absent    

Dan Beer:  Provost Marshall/Historian, Absent 

   Denny Berg: Public Relations, Absent 

                                    Russ Sell: 1 Year Trustee, Absent 

   Gary Winkler:  Chaplain, Excused Absent 



Members Present 

Ted Frank, Jim Claas, Ron Cira, Danny Bauer, Larry Ready, Tyler Witte, Mark Kottwitz, Gary 

Winkler, Al Zabel, Bob Garms (Honorary), April Witte (KIA Liaison)  

Adjutant Report—Al Motion/Tyler Second, MSP to accept January minutes as emailed.    

Finance Report—Al Motion/Ted Second, MSP to accept finance report subject to audit as read 

by Eric.  NOTE: Finance report is sent in a separate document. Mark noted he would like to see 

an audit within two months with the trustees to schedule with Eric  

Unfinished Business— 

Uniforms—Please see Tyler and Ollie with a list of the items you have that you HAVE NOT 

paid for.   Mark and Tyler wrote new uniform regulations for the Post so we all look the same.  If 

you have items you did not pay for, get them a $25 deposit for those items.  Black shoulder 

boards for uniforms are $16, Tyler is working on reducing the price.  Regulations have been sent 

by email and paper copies were offered at the meeting.   

Storage Facility—Our lease is to be $1 per year in one-year increments, to be voted on by the 

city each year.  It is not ready by the city pending zoning laws, changing locks, other issues by 

the city.  Consensus of the Post moving forward was discussed.  We have three options.  They 

are to stay where we are & hope for the best, look into buying land/building to become new post 

& storage, or look for space to rent with intention of moving. “If anything is done OTHER than 

hoping for the best, we need to make a concentrated effort to save money. If this is the case I 

propose we submit another $3-$4000 to investment to build growth,” Eric.  Jimmy discussed the 

potential for holding a monthly rummage sale, Mike prefers building a new building.  This has 

been discussed with Colonial Builders.  As part of the city storage, we will need a $1 million 

insurance policy at the cost of roughly $900, but this will remove the need for a surety bond.  Joe 

Motion/Eric Second, MSP to purchase insurance when the city lease is ready to be signed by 

AMVETS (January).  The insurance policy is complete and the surety bond has been removed.  

Ted is to call Jacob Maas with the City of Watertown to schedule a meeting with Zoning and 

Danny is to call Bruce Loeb about vacant land. 

As of this meeting we have no lease.  Keep looking for places we can move into long term. 

Donation Map—Ted Frank is working on a map for the Easter Egg Hunt/Spaghetti Dinner 

donations.  Map will be ready for the March meeting. 

Emergency Spending—Joe Farmer questioned the totals that were allowed for Emergency 

Spending and totals the Executive Board were able to spend without a motion.  Our review of the 

bylaws was completed by JAG on January 10, 2019.  We need the board spending limit added to 

the bylaws. 



Mark is researching old minutes to clean up the Emergency Spending issues and to eliminate 

multiple motions for the same event.  Mark is planning on sending portions of the old minutes 

out in regards to this issue.  (This has been delayed due to Mark’s injury) 

The limit of $500 for Truck spending was set by previous minutes.  Ted Motion/Larry Second a 

limit of $250 for emergency spending for special events, all other emergency spending needs to 

be voted on by an emergency meeting. 

Readdress motion from 1-8-15.  Life member cover was to be given to members.  Al 

Motion/Larry Second, MSP to amend to pay $25 for all covers. 

Membership—Please pay your dues if you are past due on your membership.  

Rummage Sale—Eric Gerard stepped down from chairing the rummage in December. Jimmy 

Claas is willing to coordinate at the park, health permitting.  Joe Farmer will still handle pick up 

organization and storage facility but NOT event organization.  Park is reserved for May 13-17 

and the weekend of September 19. 

SEC Minutes—SEC minutes are incorrect.  Mark to call SEC about this issue.   

Mark Kottwitz injury—Mike Motion/Jimmy Second to pay Mark’s deductible, Motion voted 

down, issue tabled to January meeting.  Discussion centered on cost of ramp, Joe building the 

ramp, and Mike checking on getting the materials for the ramp donated.  

This issue was not decided at the January meeting. 

Ted Motion/Danny Second, MSP to pay Mark’s deductable of $1500. 

Blood Drive—A Blood Drive is scheduled for February 16 at Turner Hall from 9-2.  This was 

for the good of the community, not a paid event for us.  The Blood drive will be advertised on 

Facebook, the Post website, Versiti of Wisconsin website, and on posters in area businesses.  We 

have ice cream certificates remaining from our previous drives.  Versiti gave us a goal of 30 

units for this drive.  Ted asked Clausen Quality Coatings for chocolate to go with the ice cream. 

Old Business—  

Honor Guard—Training paperwork was turned into the State. 

District 7 Meeting—Was Feb. 12th 2020 at Silver Eagle, hosted by Post 35.  Joe picked up food 

for the meeting from Glen’s Market.  Our Post took nominations for Provost Marshall—Mike, 

Finance Officer—Eric, and Adjudant—Rhiannon. 

Easter Egg Hunt—Ted Motion/Tyler Second, MSP for date of Easter Egg Hunt to be April 4.  

Joe to Chair EEH. 



Spaghetti Dinner—Larry Ready to chair this year.  Ted Motion/Tyler Second, MSP for date to 

be April 18.  Larry is going to order the same number of tickets from Vista Print, the VFW is 

locked in for those dates, it will run from 3-7 pm with tickets being $5 in advance and $6 at the 

door.  Posters to be purchased from Budget Print, Larry has the OK to get keys. 

Brat Fry—Dates are set, Saturday of the Rummage Sales.  Danny to chair.  Brat Fry to be from 

9-3. 

Newsletter—Mark to send out the newsletter.  

New Business— 

Keyholder—Keyholders to storage need to fill out a City form and get it to the City if you have a 

key.  Joe, Franklin, and Eric are the individuals with keys that need to fill out the form.  The 

form was present at the February meeting. 

Rainbow Hospice—Asked for a donation for their fundraiser.  Ted Motion/Tyler Second to 

donate $200.  Motion denied.  Post consensus was to wait to donate during their annual golf 

outing. 

Correspondence— 

No correspondence was presented. 

Good of the Order—Isis Witte is applying for the White Clover Princess. 

We as a Post need to submit articles for the State AMVETS publication, Sound Off. 

50/50 Raffle—Danny won, donated proceeds donated back, $14 in the raffle. 

There being no further business, 

MSP to adjourn at 8:30 p.m. 

Adjourn by Commander Mark Kottwitz with Salute. 

Next meeting to be on March 12, 2020, at Silver Eagle Saloon at 7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted by: 

Ted Frank 

Adjutant 

 


